CLPA MEETING NOTES—July 13, 2009
 
Location:         Town Hall, 9 a.m.
Attendees:         Dennis Thornton, Carl Bruggink, Carol Wegner, Jim Aumann, Joe Mass, Dick Thurow
 
      Dennis Thornton called the meeting to order at 9 a.m.
      Carol read the minutes from the CLPA Meeting of June 8, 2009.  There were no additional or corrections.  Jim moved to approve the minutes as read, Carl second, approved.
      Zebra Mussels have been found at Sandy Beach and by Joy Krubsack and John Koss.  Discussion of Zebra Mussels continued and that they cause vegetation to die.  Dennis contacted the DNR, Nick Cody and they will follow up on the matter.
      Fran suggested in conversation with Carol, that Carol take over the membership records and serve as a backup for the bank account, treasurer records.  Fran would also have a backup of the membership records.  Possible purchase of her computer by CLPA for the records.  Discussion with Fran will occur when Fran attends next meeting.
      Dennis received a report on the Fourth of July activities from Steve Joosten.
The Kiddy Parade had a good turnout with almost 250 ice creams handed out.  
There were 17 crafts in the boat parade.  Concern was raised about the boats shooting water filled balloons toward the shore and from shore at the boats.  Possible injury and balloon debris landing in water is an environment hazard.  Perhaps a newsletter article and sheriff presence would eliminate the practice.  The judges picked the three winners.  The consensus was a theme for the boats was better.  The police boat was on the lakes but did not lead the parade. 
The fireworks were impressive for 35 minutes at a cost of about $8,000 provided by the Cloverleaf Fireworks. 
The dance did not have a very good turnout.  We paid the DJ $200 but only collected about $150 in dance revenue.  Perhaps Saturday might be a better day for the dance instead of Friday or to eliminate it. 
Consideration of activities for next year will be discussed with Steve Joosten.
      The Shoreland Pontoon Classroom on June 27 used two pontoons and served about 15 people.  The Krubsack and Bleck properties were viewed.  About 10 young people helped insert biologs and additional plantings at the Thornton property.  A rain garden was created at the Letven property and Sorenson plans 4-5 terraces with plantings between.  There are five other properties around the lakes planning restorations.  NES is planning a booklet of plants for shoreland restoration.
      July 18 was the Fishing Pontoon Classroom from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Mike Nelson provided the raft with plenty of space for fishing and a picnic table.  Jim Aumann and Chris Sampson helped adults and two children find several areas know for good fishing.  They taught line, sinker, bobber, bait, and casting techniques.  Lisa caught one nice fish.  The weather was very windy and the middle of the day was not conducive to good fishing.  Perhaps an earlier time, a grilled lunch, and encouragement of more children will improve turnout next time.
      Upcoming events include August 15 for Eco-Recreation and Tour of Cloverleaf Lakes.   September 12 is the Tour of Gibson Island with Dick Thurow.  Dick has created additional walkways; Dennis and Kathy Nodolf made posts for the GPS grid, which will allow for identification of wild flowers and trees.  This information will be sent to the DNR.  Deer have been sighted with two fawns on the island.
      Dick had contact with a local bow shop concerning spear and bow hunting carp for next spring.  They are interested and would contact people to participate.  Todd Wipperman stated they would need a fishing license and could not fish at night.  There is a small window of about a week when the fish are in shallow water.  Suggestions were to charge a $3.00 fee for the boat launch, hold a contest with prizes for the biggest carp, the most caught, or give a bounty of $3.00 for each fish caught.  A pole with a large hook could also be used.  The fishing committee will plan for next year; notices at Dillenberg and in the newsletter.  Some people smoke them or can be buried for fertilizer.
      Kery Kafka discussed with Carol, the proposed water testing of the Cloverleaf Lakes area as well as the Belle Plaine Township.  Alvin Bartz did not seem to be interested in testing for the township.  Kery will obtain additional information for the proposed test to be taken next year.
      The mosquito fogger has been eliminated but the trailer can be used for other purposes.  It could be used for signs. Dick will try to locate it.
      New state standards for shoreland zoning codes have been passed.  A newsletter article will alert owners to the new standards.  Dennis sent board members a review of the standards by e-mail.
      The town of Belle Plaine has had a few separate newsletters in the past several years, edited by Dennis.  Alvin Bartz has suggested a combined issue with the Lake Association newsletter for two of the four yearly issues.  The town will mail these to all lake and town residents, about 1100 total properties.  Or there could be a separate section of our newsletter devoted to town news under a town heading each issue.
      There was concern about the large boats and motors seen on the lakes over the 4th holiday.  Weeds were cut, sediment was churned up.  Lake was cloudy.
      Russ Kafka will be heading the aquatic plant survey.  Our grant expires next year.  Russ Kafka and Dennis Nodolf will survey Round Lake, Steve Joosten Grass Lake, Fran West, Dan Bleck and Russ Kafka will check Pine Lake.  Additional people are needed to survey.
      Slow/no wake within 100 feet of shore will take effect next year.
      Sheriff boat patrol was operating during the 4th weekend.  Additional times are scheduled.
      Joe has not found any rusty crayfish.  Trapping will continue.
      Joe had concerns that the boat landing is not being covered during critical hours.  Perhaps next year specific time slots can be required as Friday 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The monitor must provide a substitute if absent during required hours.  Boats need to be examined coming and going, weeds need to be raked, and data needs to be collected for DNR records as we are still getting a grant.  Joe will talk to current monitor about activities.
      The Golf outing is July 29.  Prizes are still needed for the raffle.  Carl will contact American Marine of donations.
      Next Lake Association board meetings will be August 10 and September 14.
      The Triathlon will be September 5 from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
      The Fun/Run Walk will be held October 11 organized by the Cloverleaf Fireworks group.  We donate to the Fireworks and they split the Fun/Run Walk with us.  Mike Nelson donates his time to set off fireworks.
      At 11:30 a.m., Dick moved to adjourn the meeting, Joe seconded.  Motion carried.
Carol Wegner, secretary
